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There are some other theoretical points that invite comment, al- 
though possibly they are merely cases of carelessness in expression. 
One example is the discussion of the incidence of the excess profits tax 
on page 305. "If, as is certainly likely to be the case, the rapid rise 
in prices curtailed purchases and lessened the volume of business in 
physical, not in money, measure, it might be possible for the company 
to shift the tax in part if not wholly to the consumer." Why is it 
easier to shift a tax if rising prices curtail demand? Is it not the 
fear of a lessened demand that often causes sellers to refrain from at- 
tempting to add taxes to their selling prices? The really interesting 
question in this connection is why the rising prices during the war 
did not cut down demand more than they did. 

It is unfortunate that such a book as this, in its fourth edition after 
twenty years of useful existence, should contain so many defects ap- 
parently due to mere haste. These would be less important if it were 
a treatise for advanced students, in which the author's wide knowledge 
and good judgment would overshadow them, but in an elementary text 
they mean a needless burden on the teacher. 



Rufus S. Tucker. 



Harvard University. 
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In presenting this study of Italian emigration Professor Foerster 
has rendered a notable contribution to sociology, particularly to those 
portions of it which deal with population and migratory movements. 
The book is eminently a product of high scholarship. The author has 
utilized a vast amount of material much of which is unfamiliar to the 
average American student and which must have required an immense 
amount of labor in analyzing and digesting. 

Most studies of immigration written by American authors approach 
the problem directly from the point of view of the United States. Pro- 
fessor Foerster has adopted the Italian outlook, and presents the 
phenomenon of emigration as an integral feature of Italian national 
life. The first book, comprising two chapters, is a statistical study of 
the volume and directions of the outgoing currents and the correspond- 
ing features of the reverse flow. The next book deals with the causes 
of emigration. Here are considered the factors, physical, racial, and 
historical, which in recent years have turned the faces of so many 
hundreds of thousands of Italians toward foreign lands. Significant 
differences are pointed out between the conditions of North and South 
Italy. 

Book ni takes up the history and outstanding characteristics of 
the Italian settlements in various foreign lands, chief among which are 
France, Germany, Argentine, Brazil, and the United States. In this 
section is accumulated an imposing mass of data, which are of value 
not only in portraying the experiences of the Italians as a group but 
also in furnishing the kind of reliable inductive material upon which 
the generalizations of immigration must be based. It is exceedingly 



